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“A Golden Retriever Can Change Your Life!”™

I first met Vlad in January 2017. He was the ninth Turkey Dog I had sponsored. I was 
lucky to be involved with the TD program from its inception and had interacted with 
almost all the TD dogs, so I was familiar with their plight. Poor Vlad was a real mess 
when he arrived from Istanbul. He was plagued with mites and had to be quarantined 
for six weeks. The little guy was super thin with hardly any fur left. His teeth were soft, 
and his breath was terrible due to some high-fever incident when he was a pup, possibly 
distemper. I spent time with him during this period and knew he was special. 

I was in a place in my life where I was finally thinking of getting another dog after 
tragically losing my sweet Golden Sophie, eight years before. I started thinking maybe 
Vlad might be the one to make me commit to a new dog. At the same time, Vlad had 
someone scheduled to adopt him. I had gone out of town for a long weekend and when I 
returned, I found out the adoption had fallen through. I think GRRR’s Director at the 
time, Kevin Shipley, knew I needed a dog in my life so I suspect he might have had a 
hand in my ending up with Vlad. It was meant to be!

Too friendly?

It took a few months, but Vlad’s fur grew back quickly and eventually I was able to put 15 
pounds on him to where he is now, a very fit 63 lbs. He needed three teeth extracted, but 
the anesthesia was rough on him. I can only imagine how difficult Vlad’s prior life was 

in the three-plus years he spent fending for himself outside Istanbul. It 
was obvious that Vlad had been abused. What is amazing is how 
friendly Vlad is despite his background. He’s not food motivated, which 
is crazy to me and made him even harder to train. In fact, he’s not 
resource aggressive at all, which is surprising considering his feral 
background. If there are a bunch of dogs playing and a bully starts 
some trouble, Vlad will try to de-escalate the situation before it gets out 
of control. It’s been difficult at times because Vlad gives so much 
affection to everyone but not much to me. He still cowers whenever I go 
to place a hand on his head, so I know he has had hands on him before, 
but not in a good way. Vlad is also one of the more energetic Goldens 
I’ve ever seen. He will outlast multiple dogs during an outing. He 
absolutely loves life even more than most Golden pups, which is hard to 
believe. I always warn people that he’s too friendly!

Tug of War—With a Ball?

Vlad is terrible on leash but even worse when he’s off. He will run 
hundreds of yards away to engage anyone and everyone in a potential 
game of tug. His favorite game is to go up to every single person on our 
walks and present them with a tennis ball as if he wants them to throw 
it. Instead, he tries to get them to play tug of war. If he gets even the 
slightest acknowledgment, he will continue to push his wet muzzle into 
their hand. I find myself apologizing and laughing at the same time 
because somehow, he always gets away with it. He completely ignores 
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“Vlad’s tail is constantly wagging. 
I’m amazed it doesn’t hurt him 
when he’s lying on a hard surface 
and pounding the floor with his 
tail when he gets excited – so, all 
the time! His entire body 
wiggles.”
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me in public. As soon as I let him off leash, he will go seek out 
his first of many “victims” and start his tug of war games. The 
goofball always gets away with it so I’ve learned to live with 
being that dog owner, the one who can’t control his maniacal 
beast. At least his sweet, infectious energy wins over every time. 

From Non-swimmer to… Duck Chaser?

We go to Coot Lake often, and Vlad didn’t swim the first few 
months I had him. I assumed he never had the opportunity in 
Istanbul, but after a few months, I was starting to think I might 
have a Golden that just doesn’t swim. Then one day he got up to 
his elbows with some other Goldens and that was it! A couple of 
weeks later he was out in the middle of a lake, completely 
ignoring my calls and harassing ducks and ducklings, so I had to 
go swimming after him. I chased him down and finally grabbed 
him before he drowned the both of us! Mama duck was way 
smarter than him anyway, so there was no chance of him ever 
catching them, but he probably would have kept chasing them 
until he drowned. 

He’s a fantastic swimmer now. He will go fetch his ball as far as I 
can chuck it. He will also tread water for a half an hour trying to 
fit two balls in his mouth for the thousandth time. He thinks 
every day is going to be the day he can fit two. So, not so smart in 
this case! Vlad’s latest obsession since he turned 10 is fishing. 
When he starts that, I have absolutely no control of him as the 
tennis ball has now lost all its power. 

Vlad’s tail is constantly wagging. I’m amazed it doesn’t hurt him 
when he’s lying on a hard surface and pounding the floor with 
his tail when he gets excited – so, all the time! His entire body 
wiggles. 

His energy is infectious. Vlad is THE happiest dog on the planet! 
I know that’s a bold statement, but I challenge anyone to prove 
otherwise! Vlad loves everyone including the vet, the groomer 
and GRRR. Vlad absolutely loves Mary Kenton and Francie 
Rakiec! He loves doggie camp so much that when I come back 
from a trip, he makes it clear he would rather stay there than go 
home with me. At least it helps with my guilt over having to 
leave him.

Bringing Joy 

I’ve taken Vlad to a nursing home in Gunnison a few times and 
it’s wonderful to see some of the residents become animated 
when they get some Vlad time. It’s touching to see people light 
up, remembering and talking about their beloved dogs from 
their past. I wish I could use Vlad to bring some joy to more 
people in need, but his energy level is just too unmanageable. I 
can only imagine the good work he could do in a children’s 
cancer ward. He brings joy to people every day he’s out in the 
world, so we do have that at least.

More than a few times I have come across people seeming to 
have a bad day and I’ve asked them to say hi to Vlad, and they all 
thank him for making their day better. There is no better feeling 
in the world than that and Vlad does it all the time. His passion 
and pure joy for life is undeniable.

Here we are almost nine years later, and Vlad has been with me 
the entire time. He’s my boy and constant companion. Vlad is a 
complicated pup, and it hasn’t been easy, but I wouldn’t change a 
thing. I can’t believe he is over 12 years old now because he’s 
hardly slowed down at all. These days he’s a little more obedient 
but he still makes me look like the most irresponsible dog owner 
in public. He’s a little more affectionate to me now, especially in 
the mornings when he demands belly rubs to start his day. I’m so 
lucky to have ended up with such a unique and vibrant dog. He 
has made me a better human in our journey together. Looking 
back, I can honestly say I don’t know what I would have done 
without him. As the saying goes, “who saved who?” 

I cherish 
every day 
we have 
together 
and 
consider 
every 
tomorrow 
with Vlad a 
gift. y
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Charlie & 
Ellie

The Sweetest Soul: Charlie’s Golden Comeback 
At 12 years old, Charlie has lived a life overflowing with love, loyalty, and Golden Retriever joy. Anyone who 
meets him is struck by his gentle nature—he truly has one of the sweetest souls you could ever imagine.
Recently, during one of his regular physical therapy sessions for GOLPP (geriatric onset laryngeal paralysis 
and polyneuropathy) and hip dysplasia, we discovered a bump at the base of his tail. We had it checked out 
and received the shocking diagnosis that it was the dreaded C-word, cancer. While the diagnosis was 
frightening, it was also a blessing in disguise. The kind of thing that may not have been caught so early 
without his physical therapy. 
Charlie faced surgery with the same quiet strength he has shown throughout his golden years. We prepared 
for the difficult possibility that the tumor’s removal might mean losing his tail. But thanks to the skilled hands 
of his surgeon, the operation was a success! The tumor was removed, and Charlie’s tail was saved!
Charlie’s resilience has been nothing short of inspiring. Just one day after surgery, he surprised everyone by 
getting up and joining his sister, Ellie, for their cherished morning walk. He was not going to take no for an 
answer! It was only a short stroll to the end of the yard and back, but it was a powerful sign of his 
determination and spirit. With each passing day, Charlie grew stronger, adding a little more distance and 
showing his family that his golden 
heart was as strong as ever.
Through it all, Charlie’s devoted 
sister, Ellie, has been by his side. She 
has stepped into the role of caregiver 
with ease, offering companionship, 
comfort, and her own brand of 
golden encouragement. Whether 
she’s keeping him company or 
simply lying nearby to remind him 
he’s not alone, Ellie has been a true 
partner in his healing.
Today, Charlie is recovering 
beautifully, continuing to light up 
the lives of those around him. His 
journey is a powerful reminder of his 
resilience, the importance of care 
and vigilance, and the immeasurable 
love that he brings into our lives 
every single day.
Michelle Fordham

Comeback Story



Hi GRRR:
Just checking in to let you know what a wonderful dog Dusty is! When he first came home, it took about two 
hours to get him to come in the house from the backyard. Callie, my other golden, would go in and out, 
showing Dusty that this is how we do it. 
It is so hard to believe how 
terrified he was of everything 
when you look at him now. 
He’s been with us for three 
years, and he is a very funny, 
energetic sweet boy! Thank 
you for letting Dusty join our 
household!
Ellen Legant

Dusty and 
Callie

Recent Rescues

Dear GRRR:
We wanted to provide an update on Sissy as we have had her 
for over a year now. We adopted her last September when 
she was 9. She has been a great addition to our family. She 
absolutely loves going for walks around our property to 
hunt for mice and dig away. She always greets us at the door 
with wiggles and a stuffy in her mouth. It doesn’t matter if 
we were gone for 30 minutes or 3 hours, we get the same 
enthusiasm that just makes us smile. We are still amazed at 
the energy she has at age 10. We can tell she fully trusts us 
now and we are our family. 
We found it so rewarding to adopt a senior pet that we had 
two other senior rescues join us. A bonded pair of Goldens, 
Sasha and Gia, ages 10.5 years and 12.5 years, needed a home after their owner passed away. They joined us in 
May this year, making us a household of four Goldens. Unfortunately, shortly after that our 8-year-old Golden, 
Cooper passed away due to cancer, so we now just have the three senior ladies who we call The Golden Girls. 
We have found it so rewarding to rescue senior dogs and Sissy has been a great dog to open our eyes to how 
rewarding it is. Thanks for everything you all do to find great homes for these amazing dogs. 
Kelli Huber

Sissy, Sasha, & Gia
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Hello GRRR!
Bella is doing great in her new home. She loves Turnip, 
her furry sibling. This photo was after an intense play 
session - they wore each other out playing
Thank you,
Meredith Kapushion & John Krukoff

Bella & Turnip
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Recent Rescues

Dear GRRR: 
Wally went to the groomer today and did great! He is settling in well and is very smart. He’s a very happy boy. 
We adopted Wally on September 5, 2025, and he has been such a wonderful addition to our family. He’s full of 

energy and loves to play fetch and tug-of-war, 
but he’s also great at relaxing when we’re 
relaxing. He’s incredibly smart and a quick 
learner — although we’re still working on 
breaking his habit of stealing socks and slippers!
When we first brought Wally home, he had some 
separation anxiety, but he adjusted quickly and 
is now much more comfortable. He gets along 
well with our senior Golden Retriever mix, 
Georgia (also adopted from GRRR!), although 
she prefers to watch his antics from the 
sidelines. Wally would love for her to play with 
him, but she’s happy just keeping an eye on him. 
He also tries hard to befriend our cat, and while 
the cat isn’t too playful, they do nap near each 
other sometimes.
Wally is such a happy, loving boy who brings us 
joy every single day. We’re so thankful to GRRR 
for bringing both Georgia and Wally into our 
lives!
Tim Floyd & Jamie Hagerty

Wally
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Recent Rescues

Dear GRRR:
We adopted Elsa (formerly Susan) and Tango 
(formerly Aaron) a few years ago from GRRR. They 
continue to bring us daily joy! 
We cannot forget to include Pearl (formerly Holly) 
who is also doing great. 
Thank you for 
what you do for 
these wonderful 
dogs!
Jen Brown

Elsa & Tango Pearl

Dear GRRR:
We celebrated Sadie’s first year here on September 25, 2025. It has been a great year! She is the youngest dog I 
have had in a very long time. I have loved my senior Goldens, but she has been a lot of fun. 
Sadie came from a family with children and other dogs and I worried that life would be too boring with me 
after her first family. So I decided she might need a “job” and embarked on obedience training. Her trainer 
thought that Sadie might do well as some kind of therapy dog, so, we completed beginning, intermediate and 
advanced training. Her last test was the canine good citizen test 
which she passed! 
We hope to find opportunities in the future that would suit both of us. 
In the meantime, she gets to go to dog parks, off leash state park 
areas, and other fun walks. She loves to run when she is off leash (in 
safe places). She is gregarious and loves people and other dogs. She 
also finds squirrels and rabbits fascinating and will often “point” 
when she sees them.
Sadie has kept me moving, 
which is a good thing. My 
friends really enjoy her too.
So we are on to year two 
together. Sadie offered to help 
Francie at the spring picnic. 
She also decided that my 
friend’s car was a good fit. 
Sadly, I told her a Mercedes 
was not in our future.
Thank you,
Cindy Kuehn Sadie & Francie



Dear GRRR:
We adopted Ranger Breckenridge as a puppy two years ago, 
and he finally got up to see Breckenridge, part of his namesake. 
He came from a February 2023 litter born to a pregnant mother. 
He always loves to go in the car and take any adventure. We 
have nicknamed our Velcro dog...always right beside us. 
His older sister is Stirling Rose, age 10 years. Ranger does a 
good job of both annoying her and keeping her young.
I am so grateful to you guys for rescuing his mother so he could 
become part of our family. 
Jillian Just

Recent Rescues

Hi GRRR!
I adopted “Nube,” who we renamed Izzy, on Sept 22, 2025 and I am absolutely over the moon about her! She 
and our 5-year-old English cream retriever, Harley, are getting along beautifully, and Izzy has adjusted to the 

good life with us quicker than expected!
Izzy and Harley have been romping in the front yard 
of our mountain home for the last half hour together 
and it is so cute to watch! We live in Denver and also 
up in Edwards, so Izzy is having a blast in both 
places, and loves having a big sister to follow around 
and learn things from. She really has been an 
amazing dog, even though she has escaped and was 
found by animal control roaming around.
The funniest thing is how quickly Izzy learned to 
sleep in the bed with her head on a pillow like a 
human! I’m not sure if she ever was allowed inside 
her previous home because everything from the TV 
to the shower door and mirrors scared her!
We LOVE her!
Stacey Siegel

Harley & Izzy

Ranger Breckenridge & 
Stirling Rose 
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Halloween PartyHalloween Party



Volunteer Spotlight

Pat & Scott Rogers
I’m a long-time volunteer with GRRR. I was introduced to GRRR about 20 years ago, 
before Phoebe’s Place even existed. We then operated out of a tiny trailer on the 
property of Sage Valley Pet Center. About 2010, we talked about having our own 
facility. Many of us started a capital campaign to raise money to acquire property, 
with the help of some generous donors and many volunteers. Many transformations 
took place over the years, and we have Phoebe’s Place today - with Mary Kenton 
always at the helm. She is the Superstar of GRRR. 
Committees were started to be formed, and I offered to be on a fundraising 
committee for our first Gala, a black-tie event. This was all new to us and somehow 
we pulled it off for a successful event. My husband Scott was the emcee, and we had 
greeter dogs and a great live and silent auction. We were amazed at how well we did.
We also wanted to get the word out about GRRR, so many of us were part of local 
festivals. We had booths and talked to folks about GRRR, and we had at least two award-
winning floats in parades. The Cherry Creek Arts Festival was a great event for GRRR, 
and the people loved visiting us. Our community involvement was wonderful, and our 
name was getting out there. 
I was also in charge of all the member events at GRRR for a couple of years. At one 
Halloween party we had “ bobbing for hot dogs” in a large tub filled with water. The 
Goldens could not get enough! 
Scott has also helped with many things over the years, especially early on at Phoebe’s 
Place. He took his tractor to GRRR for a couple of weeks and he and Steve Morganfield 
created the parking lot. He and Steve also helped with an Eagle Scout project where 
kids helped put in a sprinkler system for the newly planted trees. Scott was very helpful 
with all the events too, and pulled the float in many parades. He never refused anything 
when asked! He, Steve, and Charlie Dinkey worked so well together, and Charlie is 
greatly missed.

Best of all has been all the dogs we’ve adopted over 
the years! Each one has brought smiles and joy to our 
family. We adopted Buddy, Cooper, Suzeigh, and 
Oliver, and currently we have two English Creams, 
Ellie and Ashton, whom we adore. Ellie has been 
with us since 2018 and is trained to be a therapy dog. We volunteer at Littleton 
Hospital, and the staff, patients, and visitors just love her. She draws them in with her 
soulful eyes! She even has her Halloween nurse costume which is a hit. We also 
volunteer with the Bark for Books program at the Parker Library. This is designed for 
kids who have some reading difficulties, and read to the dog without any judgment or 
criticism. Ellie loves all the hugs she gets too, a win-win situation for all. And Ashton is 
just one lovable pup! He just turned three, and we helped him through rehab after hip 
replacement surgery at age one. He is a wonderful addition and loves everyone he 
meets. We hope to make him a therapy dog in a few years. He is one handsome dog 
with an infectious smile.
I love this organization and all it has offered me. Many friendships were formed and 
have lasted over the years. The people are just great! I was on the Board of Directors for 
about 10 years, and currently I write the sympathy cards for the dogs who have passed. 
Thank you GRRR for letting me be part of this great organization! y
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Pat with Ellie and Ashton

Scott, MC at the first Gala

Therapy dog Ellie
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Save the date!
June 6, 2026 is the next 
GRRR Gala! We have an 
amazing new venue, 
Baldoria on the Water, 
located near 6th and Union 
in Lakewood. Sure to be 
another great event!
baldoriaevents.com

2026 Gala 

2026 Calendars for Sale
If you didn’t buy your GRRR calendars at our member parties, you can order them online and have 
them shipped to you - easy! Still only $15 each and really beautiful this year!
And we’ll do it all again next year so keep snapping pictures! The photo contest will start in May, 2026. 
We didn’t get many snow pictures this year so get pictures of your dogs having fun once the snow flies.
goldenrescue.com/grrr-calendar



Colorado Gives Day

One of the most important days of the year for the Golden Retriever Rescue of the Rockies is right 
around the corner — Colorado Gives Day!
Colorado Gives Day is a statewide celebration of generosity, bringing together thousands of 
nonprofits and donors across Colorado for 24 hours of giving. This year’s event takes place on 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025, with early giving beginning November 1.
Every donation made through the Colorado Gives platform helps support GRRR’s mission to rescue, 
rehabilitate, and rehome Golden Retrievers in need. This day is especially meaningful for our rescue 
because it provides critical funding for dogs who require extensive medical care, behavioral support, 
and safe housing while they await their forever homes.
Thanks to the generosity of our community, GRRR can continue saying “yes” to dogs who need us 
most — no matter their age, background, or condition. Plus, your gift goes even further, as all donations 
are boosted by a statewide matching fund and prizes for participating nonprofits.
Be a part of Colorado’s biggest fundraising event of the year! Last year we raised an amazing 
$175,000! Keep an eye on your inbox leading up to December 9, for heartwarming stories of dogs who 
thrive and enjoy life thanks to generous donations from people like you. 
https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/goldenretrieverrescueoftherockies

Tuesday, December 9, 2025!
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Cora’s Journey to GRRR
At just 8 weeks old, Cora entered our care under heartbreaking 
circumstances. She was surrendered by a breeder who suspected she 
had a serious medical condition—an ectopic ureter, a congenital 
defect where the tube that carries urine from the kidney doesn’t 
connect properly to the bladder. This causes constant leaking, 
discomfort, and painful skin burns.
When Cora arrived, she was in rough shape. Her tiny belly was 
covered in raw, red urine burns that required frequent medicated 
baths and gentle handling. Despite the pain, she greeted her 
caregivers with soft eyes and a trusting heart. It was clear from the 
start—this little girl was a fighter.
But Cora’s story isn’t just one of struggle. It’s one of resilience, joy, 
and the power of community.
Thanks to the support of GRRR’s Golden Angel Fund, Cora began 
receiving the care she desperately needed. Our team immediately 
started exploring surgical options to correct her condition, knowing 
that with the right treatment, she could live a full, happy life.
And what a life she’s already begun to live.
Just a few months later, Cora is thriving. Every morning, she starts her day with a heart-melting ritual: she trots over, leash in 
mouth, ready for her walk. It’s her way of saying, “I’m ready for adventure!” And adventure, for Cora, means bounding through 
the grass with her best friend Journey, gently playing with the tiniest Pomeranians, and winning over every soul she meets.
She’s growing fast—like a weed, as they say—and with every inch she gains, so does her spirit. Cora is mastering potty 
training, learning to signal when she needs to go out, and attending manners school with Tommy, the beloved trainer at 
J-M Dog Spa. Tommy calls her an “A+ student,” and it’s easy to see why. She learns quickly, listens intently, and radiates joy.
Her charm has spilled beyond the shop walls. The bar next door has 
unofficially crowned her their mascot. Patrons stop by with snapshots of Cora 
training in the grass, marveling at her progress and her ever-growing fan club. 
She’s become a spokesdog for GRRR—grabbing attention not just for her 
cuteness, but for her courage.
But behind that playful sparkle is a challenge Cora faces daily. Her condition 
means she still leaks urine constantly, and to keep her clean and comfortable, 
the entire shop has rallied around her. Staff members take turns giving her 
daily baths, soothing her skin and wrapping her in love. It’s not her favorite 
part of the day, but she endures it with grace, knowing she’s surrounded by 
people who care deeply.
The good news? Cora is a candidate for corrective surgery when she turns six 
months old this November. This procedure could change everything—giving 
her the comfort, dignity, and freedom she deserves. It’s a chance to leave 
behind the pain and embrace a future full of play, companionship, and joy.
But we can’t do it alone.
We’re raising funds to cover the cost of Cora’s surgery and her ongoing care. Every dollar donated to the Golden Angel 
Fund helps us provide life-changing treatment—not just for Cora, but for other dogs like her who come to us in need.
Cora has already given so much to everyone she meets. She’s a reminder of how love, resilience, and community can 
transform a life. Now, it’s our turn to give back.
Donate today and be part of Cora’s journey. Help us turn her story into one of healing, hope, and a forever home. y
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Golden Angel: Cora
by Francie Rakiec & Dee Delay



To help dogs like Cora and Mylo, please send donations to: GRRR, 15350 W. 72nd Avenue, Arvada, 
CO 80007 (make check payable to GRRR with “Golden Angel Fund” in the memo) or donate at 
goldenrescue.com/golden-angel-fund. Thank you!
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Angel Update

Mylo Update
Mary Kenton

Sometimes, not all endings are happy 
ones. Sweet Golden Angel Mylo, who 
suffered from severe seizures, has crossed 
the Rainbow Bridge. Despite the best 
efforts of his neurologist and an adjusted 
treatment plan, his seizures continued to 
worsen. His life was filled with challenges  
like constant medication, unrelenting 
hunger and thirst, and the struggle to 
stay comfortable.
Yet through it all, Mylo’s gentle spirit and 
joyful heart shone brightly. He was a 
happy, loving boy who touched the hearts 
of everyone who met him.
Run free, sweet Mylo — now you can be 
the energetic, playful puppy you always 
wanted to be. y

GRRR Stats
January 1 – Sept  30, 2025

Number of Dogs Placed:   167
$ Spent on Medical Needs:  $ 72,650.72 

Newsletter Submissions
We need more updates! We all love reading about your Goldens 
and we’d like to hear from you! If you’d like to submit a letter AND 
photo of your GRRR rescue, email the letter and digital photo to 
debbie.davis@goldenrescue.com. 
Deadline for the February 2026 issue is January 7, 2026. Thanks!



Happy fall, everyone!
I wanted to tell you about a recent Denver Post article about a 
serious backcountry issue. Although it was written for 
summer hiking, it definitely applies to winter ski and 
snowshoe sports. And it’s not just for serious athletes or 14ers, 
it’s for all of us ordinary outdoors lovers.
Basically, the article tells us that backcountry pet rescues are 
rising. The number of pets on the trails is increasing, and the 
all-volunteer rescue teams are risking their own safety to help 
our pets who are unprepared for the terrain and climate. This 
can be from paw injuries, conditioning/exhaustion, altitude sickness, or wildlife encounters. Those of us with large 
Golden Retrievers know we can’t carry them out from most high-country trails. 
Rescue team members will tell you to check with your veterinarian if you’re not certain about your pet’s ability to 
undertake the adventure you’re considering. After all, the rescue team’s primary role is to rescue people. They love our 
pets, but may or may not be able to help when needed.
Thanks for considering this important issue when planning an outdoor adventure. y

Fall Fixes and Fresh Starts
at Phoebe’s Place
by Francie Rakiec, Executive Director
If you’ve noticed a flurry of activity around Phoebe’s Place lately, you’re not imagining things — we’ve been busy making 
the most of the beautiful fall weather to tackle some long-overdue maintenance projects!
Thanks to a generous donation from a kind-hearted couple, the track around WOOF (the fenced dog play area on the 
other side of the bridge) got a major upgrade. The goat-head-covered path is officially gone, replaced by a smooth 
crushed cement track that’s a big improvement for both our dogs and their human companions.
We also added a concrete pad with a pergola to provide some much-needed shade, and plans are already in motion to 
install a second pergola in BOB (the big turfed area next to the 
house that Robert Sturm donated). Behind the kennels and vet 
room, we swapped out the pea gravel for clean, sturdy concrete 
slabs, complete with a drainage system to help minimize odors and 
keep things fresh for our pups.
Next up: in November, we’ll be applying a coat of epoxy to those 
new slabs to make cleaning and sanitizing the outdoor runs even 
easier. And to top it all off, the kennel and office received fresh coats 
of paint and some much-needed soffit repairs.
It’s been a whirlwind of improvements, and we’re thrilled to share that 
we’ve finally received approval to rezone the property. That means 
our long-awaited addition is (hopefully!) just around the corner.
Fingers, tails, and paws crossed for what’s to come! y

President's Report
by Judi Servoss, President
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You Made a Difference!

Summer Picnic
Thanks to all our members who bought ra®e tickets and merchandise at the Rescue Reunion Picnic in September. 
We netted $3,455! y 

Calendar Photo Contest
Thank you to all who entered the photo contest which raised over $1,500 just in entry 
fees alone! The 2026 Calendars are for sale now - get them at 
https://www.goldenrescue.com/grrr-calendar/ y

Golden Angel Online Fundraiser
The Hondo and Mylo Golden Angel online fundraisers brought in $2,215 - thank you! y

King Soopers Rewards
393 households raised $2628.53 last quarter. Thank you...everything helps! If you’re not a 
Community Rewards Member yet, use the QR code to sign up at no cost to you! y
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Looking for a FREE and EASY way 
to help GRRR?

Just shop at King Soopers or City Market! 

Make sure 

DOG TREATS 
are on 

your list!

To register, go to: 
https://www.kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards 
Click on Enroll Now, and add Golden Retriever Rescue of the Rockies as your charity. 
You can find us by searching for DN758. 



Golden Retriever Rescue 
of the Rockies
15350 W. 72nd Avenue
Arvada, CO 80007

hotline: 303/279-2400
info@goldenrescue.com
www.goldenrescue.com 
Board Of Directors
Officers:

Judi Servoss (President)
Marci Auston (Vice President)
Mike DeGroff (Vice President)
Roxanne Sabin (Secretary)
Mark Springston (Treasurer)

Directors at Large:
Mary Kenton
Josie Stewart
Kate Secor
Katie Bates

Executive Director - Francie Rakiec
francie.rakiec@goldenrescue.com
Newsletter Editor - Debbie Stratton
debbie.davis@goldenrescue.com

“A Golden Retriever Can Change Your Life!”®

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
Golden Retriever Rescue of the Rockies is dedicated to rescue, placement and 

public awareness, to ensure that Golden Retrievers are adopted by people 
who are able to provide a safe, loving home.

Applications to adopt a Golden are available on our website: goldenrescue.com

NAME ___________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________

CITY ________________________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ___________________

PHONE ____________________________ EMAIL _______________________________________________

Please accept my Membership in GRRR (includes quarterly newsletter plus free attendance at all events 
and reunions)

I would like to receive my newsletter:  
❒ via mail (black & white print) or 
❒ via email (color PDF...save GRRR postage/printing costs!) $50 year $_______________

Please accept my additional tax deductible donation to help Goldens where needed most:
❒ $250+ Golden Champion ❒ $100 Golden Hero ❒ $50 Golden Star $_______________

Interested in volunteering? Go to www.goldenrescue.com to fill out the volunteer application. Thanks!

Please mail to: Golden Retriever Rescue of the Rockies • 15350 W. 72nd Ave. • Arvada, CO 80007
Thank you for your support! 

goldenrescue.com

Happy Thanksgiving!




